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Dear CCCS Families,
Welcome to December. December is a paradox in many ways. It is the
darkest month of the year and contains the longest night. It is a natural
time to want to just stay inside, shut the doors tight, bank the fire, and
draw a wool blanket close around ourselves. But December is also a month of anticipation and
celebration, of get-togethers and visiting relatives. Many cultures celebrate the coming of the
light as the new solar year begins. How fitting then, if not somewhat convenient, that the Christian season of Advent coincides with this darkest of months. We celebrate the coming of a different kind of light and we honour the
extraordinary life of a baby born in a Bethlehem manger two millennia ago.
Children can really relate to this event because it is comprehensible; a mother and father on a long walk to Bethlehem, the cold winter days and nights, the donkey carrying the mother, the uncertainty of where to sleep and the
relative kindness of the inn-keeper, the cute factor of being born with animals all around – it really is a story made
for children. In a few weeks, your children will once again tell that story during our annual Christmas performance. This year’s overlying theme is Christmas Around the World and I know your children will put their heart and
soul into it for you.
Celebrations often involve food and the PSG’s annual Christmas Potluck is a prime example of that; it’s an event
you just have to attend. Many volunteers have been working hard to pull it all together (and I am sure there is
room for more helpers) so come celebrate the season with all of us.
There is so much to anticipate in the coming weeks; report cards, the Christmas Performance, the holiday season,
and Christmas, of course. I hope you are able to find some time to enjoy the benefits of this season with your family and friends.
Yours,
Stuart Hall

With the temperature dropping, please make sure your child has appropriate outdoor clothing.
With students going outside for recess and lunch in all but the most severe weather, warm coats
are essential. It’s also time to bring out the toques, scarves and mittens. Thank you.

In the event of the School having to close because of snow, power outage, etc. we will notify local radio stations as
soon as possible. We will also post a notice of School closure on our website, www.cathedralschool.ca.
Please listen to the following radio stations for an announcement. They will specifically mention Christ Church
Cathedral School. Closure announcements apply to both the main campus and the Jr. Kindergarten.
CBC 90.5 FM

CFAX 1070 AM

The Q 100.3 FM

The Ocean 98.5 FM
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Thursday, December 1

Ready, Set, Learn Primary Open House 4-5pm

Friday, December 2

Staff vs. Students Basketball Game 12:30pm

Monday, December 5

CCCS Christmas Spirit Week Begins - Christmas Sweater Day

Tuesday, December 6

Christmas Spirit Week - Christmas Crafts
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Wednesday, December 7 Christmas Spirit Week - Santa’s Wrapping / Early dismissal 2:00pm + Bake Sale
Thursday, December 8

Christmas Spirit Week - Door Decorating

For the weekly
e-newsletter from the
Cathedral, click the link :
http://eepurl.com/cqNKOX

LUX MUNDI - Christmas
Registration forms are due by December 4th.

Kindergarten 2017
If you have a child who will be Kindergarten age for September 2017, make sure
he or she is on our list. Bev is contacting
families to make appointments for the
upcoming Kindergarten readiness days
January 24, 25 & 26.

On Wednesday, December 7th, the grade 8

class will be hosting a
bake sale to help pay for
our trip to We Day Vancouver last month. We
will be selling cookies,
cupcakes and Christmas
goodies that we have
baked at lunchtime and
after school.
Thank you in advance for your support!
The grade 8 class
Thank you to everyone that
came out and supported the
Scholastic Book Fair last week.
I am pleased to say that we
sold just over $3000 worth of
books and stationery and
earned the school a whopping
$1800.47 credit for books, stationery and supplies!
Also, heartfelt thanks go to the fantastic book fair
volunteers: Sandi Love, Allison Nelson, Heidi Burch
and the extremely helpful students from Grades 5 &
7. Thanks so much!
~ Sue Bengtson, Book Fair Chair

CCCS Track Suits
If you would like to order a CCCS track jacket and/or pants Todd will be putting in another order on Monday, December 5th . We expect this order to arrive before Christmas.
Remember, students can wear the CCCS track suits on Fridays.
Order forms can be found on the school website under the “Parents” tab . (The link will take you there). You can
also contact Todd directly to order: luxmundi@cathedralschool.ca Track jackets and pants are optional additions to
the school uniform.
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Shoebox Gifts for Those in Need
Starting Thursday, December 1st, the Outreach Club will be collecting donations for shoeboxes to benefit women and men on our streets who are in need this Christmas. Each
class is being asked to contribute the following items:
Kindergarten - Socks (warm, adult size) / Grade 1- Lip Balms, small tissue packs + sweet treat
Grade 2 - Hats/Toques (adult size) / Grade 3- Soaps and Creams (e.g. hand lotion) + sweet treat
Grade 4 - Deodorant, pens (no pencils) & notepads/puzzle book / Grade 5- Gloves (adult size)
Grade 6 - Toothpaste and Toothbrushes + sweet treat / Grade 7- Hair Products-including brushes/combs
Grade 8 - Socks (warm, adult size)
Gift cards in small denominations for restaurants like Tim Horton’s or McDonald’s would also be appreciated.
All donations must be in by Monday, December 12th.
Thank you! And Merry Christmas from the Outreach Club.

Christmas Spirit Week at CCCS
Student Council invites you to participate in Christmas Spirit Week, December 5-9.
There will be lots of fun activities to get everyone in the Christmas spirit!
Monday, December 5 - Wear your Christmas sweater over your uniform
Tuesday, December 6 - Christmas crafting at lunch
Wednesday, December 7 - Santa's wrapping workshop: bring a Christmas gift that you
need wrapped and Santa's Student Council helpers will help you wrap it!
Thursday, December 8 - Classroom door decorating
Friday, December 9 - Christmas treats + wear a Santa hat if you have one

This year’s Christmas Production is called “Christmas Around the World”
The performance will be at 6:00 pm in the Cathedral on Wednesday, December 14th.
An additional performance will take place at 10:30 am on the same day (details below).
Morning Matinée Open to Guests
In order to welcome more audience members to our performance, we are opening our dress rehearsal to
those who may not be able to attend our evening performance. Parishioners, grandparents, neighbours, and
friends or family with young children are invited to watch on Wednesday, December 14th at 10:30am in the
Cathedral. We appreciate your understanding that this will still be a dress rehearsal and may have one or
two wrinkles to smooth out.
Christmas Concert Costume Requirements were listed in previous newsletters.
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The Grade 6’s just completed their Project Block for term 1.
They were asked the following inquiry question “If you could
build a country what would it look like?” Each student researched and used their creativity to design their own country.
They had to describe their political system, physical geography,
social structure, and more. They also created a flag and map to
go along with their country. There were many creative ideas,
from using ice as currency, to bringing back gladiators, fighting
of Were Bears, and a ruler known as “Her Awesomeness.” The
grade 6’s celebrated all their hard work, by showing off their
projects to other classes in a Mock UN format. It was amazing
to see all the insightful questions asked by Grade 5 and 7 students. It was a wonderful example of collaborative learning.
~ Ryan Anbudaiyan, grade 8

Grade 8 Class Learns to Live Me to We
On November 3, the grade eight class took a trip to Rogers Arena, Vancouver,
to attend WE Day. We Day is an inspirational event for youth founded by Canadians Craig and Marc Kielburger. You can’t buy a ticket to WE Day, you have to
earn it through charity work both local and international.
We started our day at 5:45 am, and returned home about 12 hours later. We
heard many inspirational messages and motivational speakers including Margaret Trudeau, who talked about mental health issues, Hani Al Moulia, an ex
Syrian refugee who now lives in Canada, and the Massai Warriors, who travelled all the way to Vancouver from Kenya.
We Day taught us that WE can make a difference in the world. It starts with us.
~ The Grade 8 Class
Last year’s grade 8 class earned the tickets for them, and this year’s grade 8
class will earn them for next year.

December 1, 2016

Christ Church Cathedral School

Page 5

Congratulations to all our grade 7/8 students
for receiving Distinction Designation in the
Beaver Computing Challenge. CCCS was in
the top 25% of all contestants in this National
contest which includes some International
entrants as well. The top 5 placements for our
school were presented with certificates by
Ms. Salchert.
1st place: Lauren, 2nd place: Alexandra, 3rd place: James, 4th place (tie): Ryan & Lucas, 5th place (tie): Caitlin & Jade

Immune System Comic Strip Projects by the Grade 8 Class

The “Mo Bros” (AKA Todd, James, Patricio, Cody & Matt) proudly displayed their varying degrees of mustachioed
manliness to help raise awareness for prostate cancer. A vote resulted in Cody getting exactly one half of his moustache shaved off during assembly. They are still accepting donations until Monday, Dec 5 for the Prostate Cancer
Foundation of BC. You can bring cash or a cheque (made out to the Prostate Cancer Foundation BC) to the office.
For more information about this cause, visit their website: http://www.prostatecancerbc.ca/home/
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Sports updates by Mr. Rhodes

Basketball

for Christ Church Cathedral School, and show their
great leadership skills, inspiring the younger grades to

The boys and girls basketball season started and
ended in the month of November, but even with the
quick season both teams developed extremely well.
The improvement the girls’ team made over the
month was extraordinary, and in the last tournament
they showed they could compete with any school, finishing with one win, one tie, and a loss.
On the other side, the boys’ team worked tirelessly
over the month to improve their game and it showed
throughout their three jamborees. It was great to see
so many grade 8s play their last games of basketball

continue playing for their school. All the coaches were
delighted with how committed both teams were this
season, great job everyone!
Stay up to date with CCCS Athletics with the
CCCS Athletics Facebook page.
UP NEXT: Staff vs. Students Basketball game
Friday, December 2, 12:30 - 1:00pm.
We could use a photographer if any parents are in
attendance. Thank you!
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for more, see the blog: http://sandihenrich.weebly.com/

So much more to see on the blog: sandihenrich.weebly.com

Grade 4 drawing and watercolour project.
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This year we are again asking our community to contribute to the Annual Fund. The
funds raised will support capital purchases that impact all our students in many program areas, helping to make our students’ learning experience exceptional.
The generous support of our community has been the driving force for many school
improvements over the decades and has helped build a wonderful sense of school
community. Your participation—at whatever level you feel comfortable with—will help
grow both the school and our community.
CCCS is a registered non-profit charity and all donations go toward those extra things that tuition cannot cover but
that really enhance your child’s learning experience. With your help, we have been able to:


purchase two school buses - allowing us to extend learning beyond the classroom



enlarge the playground and install climbing equipment , a chip surface, and most recently, the new asphalt
— so your children can get the exercise they need



purchase laptops, iPads, and SmartBoards - bringing a whole world of enriched resources into the classroom; resources that help develop 21st century skills



acquire musical instruments, fine arts supplies and home economics equipment – because the fine arts and
creativity enhance life



build a real library and fill it with real books – because reading is the key to knowledge.

Thank you for your help over the years. It’s because of your help that we have become the school we are. Please
help us continue to be a great little school in the heart of Victoria by contributing to the Annual Fund again this
year. We are hoping to increase our rate of participation from staff and parents over last year.
Remember, it isn’t the amount that matters as much as that you participate, and in doing so, show
us your support for continually striving to improve the learning opportunities and environment
for each of our students.
This year’s Annual Fund Drive has a modest target of $25,000 which will be held in reserve for the next area of
greatest need. All donations of $25.00 or more will receive a tax receipt.
Did you know that you can support Christ Church Cathedral School by making a donation online?
Visit the Support Us page on the website. Thank you!
With gratitude,
Stuart Hall
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