Stuart Hall
Safe Online: Digital Citizenship & Safety Presentation
Last week we hosted Merlyn Horton for a presentation about Digital Citizenship and safety. It was
attended by a dozen interested parents. There was so much important information shared that I asked if
we could share it with the rest of our busy school community and received permission to do so. Please
take a moment or two to look at the attachments: Parenting in a Digital Age, Key Messages (which is also
on our website) and the Parent Reference Handout, which is full of links to positive sites and also has links
to sites describing some serious dangers on the internet. If I were to sum up in a couple of sentences
what we heard in Merlyn’s 90 minute presentation it would be this: Talk to your children about using the
internet, about their online or gaming friends, and about the sometimes unhealthy pressures that online
social circles can place on them. Be sure that they understand that your family values continue to be
very valid when they are online. And further, to ensure a healthy life balance, it is very important that
your children develop many face to face relationships and engage in an abundance of fresh air activities
rather than spending most of their time online with ‘friends’ they’ve never met and in activities that only
exercise their thumbs. Technology can play an important role in our lives but it does have its place.

Tues, October 4: 7:00-9:00 pm
Parents, Guardians, Educators & Adults only

Wed, October 5: 6:30-7:15 pm
Wed, October 5: 7:30-9:00 pm

For Registration call 250-388-5188 ext.221 or visit www.firstmetvictoria/cyyaf/

Children ages 3-8
Children ages 8-13

Curriculum Evening — Thursday, October 6th: Mark your calendars.
On October 6th, at 7pm we will hold our curriculum evening. Please be on time for the introductions.
During the evening teachers will explain to parents about the year’s learning opportunities, they will share
their students’ timetable, communication protocols, homework expectations, and the classroom
expectations and routines. You will also learn what is different and what stays the same with our new
provincial curriculum. Count on about 90 minutes for this part of the evening. Preceding this information
session, the PSG will hold its first meeting of the year, beginning at 6:30pm. This a great opportunity to
meet the new PSG executive and lend them your support. They will have to be voted in first, of course.
We are looking forward to a great year ahead, both in the classroom and in our vibrant school
community.

