December 7, 2017

Christ Church Cathedral School

Dear CCCS Families,
Many of our students are looking forward to church in the Cathedral
this Sunday at 9:15 a.m., not only because it is the second Sunday of
Advent when the candle of Love will be lit, but also because they have been preparing for the Nativity Play and will finally have the chance to present it to the parish. Please join us if you can.
The following Sunday, December 17th, is the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at 4:30 p.m. This is a very special
worship service that blends Christmas readings from the Bible with heavenly hymns. Originally performed at
King’s College in Cambridge, UK, at the end of the 17th Century, it is now an Anglican tradition performed annually
around the world. If you can only make one service this month (after December 10th, of course), this would be the
one to attend! You can find a list of all the Christmas services and other special events in December right here.
This month at school is … you guessed it, very busy! With report cards going home, collections coming in for
Christmas shoe boxes for the needy, Spirit Week, and our own Christmas Concert and Play on December 20th, the
time will fly by. Be sure to check our calendar carefully so you do not miss a thing.
Finally, I want to thank the many people who have generously contributed to our Annual Fund this year. As you
will read in the newsletter, our focus is on resources for STEM learning (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math). The thousands of dollars already received are a great start. If you want your donation to go toward a
specific area or item, please indicate so on your cheque or in the comments box when you make an online donation.
We are very excited about this initiative and can’t wait to put some exciting learning resources in front of your
children.
Yours,
Stuart Hall

With the temperature dropping, please make sure your child has appropriate outdoor clothing. With
students going outside for recess and lunch in all but the most severe weather, warm coats are essential.
It’s also time to bring out the toques, scarves and mittens. Thank you.

In the event of the School having to close because of snow, power outage, etc. we will notify local radio stations as
soon as possible. We will also post a notice of School closure on our website, www.cathedralschool.ca.
Please listen to the following radio stations for an announcement. They will specifically mention Christ Church
Cathedral School. Closure announcements apply to both the main campus and the Jr. Kindergarten.
CBC 90.5 FM

CFAX 1070 AM

The Q 100.3 FM

The Ocean 98.5 FM
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LUX MUNDI - Christmas

HOT LUNCH ORDERS

Extra Poinsettias for Sale!
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The Community Club is collecting donations for shoeboxes to benefit women and men on our streets who are in
need this Christmas. Each class is being asked to contribute the following items:
Kindergarten- Gloves (adult size)
Grade 1- Pens (no pencils) & notepads/puzzle book + sweet treat
Grade 2- Toothpaste & toothbrushes
Grade 3- Hats/toques (adult size)
Grade 4- Hair products - including brushes/combs
Grade 5- Socks (warm, adult size)
Grade 6- Lip balms, small tissue packs + sweet treat
Grade 7- Socks (warm, adult size)
Grade 8- Deodorant, Soaps & Lotions (e.g. hand lotion) + sweet treat
Gift cards in small denominations for restaurants like Tim Horton’s or McDonald’s would also be appreciated.
All donations must be in by Monday, December 18 th.
Thank you for bringing a smile to someone in need! And Merry Christmas from the Community Club.

Christmas Spirit Week at CCCS

This year’s Christmas Production is called “A Northern Nativity”
Two performances: 10:30am & 6:00pm on Wednesday, December 20th
In order to welcome more audience members to our performance, we are encouraging
Parishioners, grandparents, neighbours, and friends or family with young children to
watch on Wednesday, December 20th at 10:30am in the Cathedral.
Please note that we do not allow advance reservation of seats by leaving items, such as coats, unattended
on seats. Coats left on seats will be removed and kept safely in the Chapter Room. Although it is essentially,
“first come, first seated”, we appreciate the graciousness of our families to allow elderly guests and those
with mobility issues to be given consideration when selecting your seats. Thank you.
Christmas Concert Costume Requirements were listed on page 4 of last week’s newsletter.
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Congratulations to the 11 Middle School
recipients of a Certificate of Distinction in
the Beaver Computing Challenge! This
National Math contest recognizes those
students who achieve scores in the top
25% of all participants. Well done!
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Sports updates by Mr. Rhodes & Mrs. Meissner

Basketball

Let's give it up for the 2017 Girls' Middle School Basketball Team! Can I hear a whoop whoop?

November was a busy month for the CCCS basketball
teams, with each of them participating in three jamborees all over Greater Victoria. The Grade 6 boys team,
aided by a couple of energetic grade 5s, worked hard all
season long. Their growth and determination was a sight
to behold as they challenged every team they came up
against. It was an amazing year and the group has a
promising future, with two more years to practice hard
and unify as a team.

The basketball season has sadly come to a close. It was
my absolute pleasure to coach such a dedicated team of
girls. The team was made up of Grade 5 - 8 students who
played with heart and with a very strong offensive. They
were fast, agile and most importantly, worked together.
The season finished with 6 wins and 1 loss. Congratulations to each one of them for their efforts and contributions to the team.

The grade 7/8 team started the season off with great determination, and as the season wore on they were rewarded for their hard work. They started to play as a
team, and use one another to break down their opponents. They finished the season in style with two emphatic wins; a great way for many of the boys to finish
their basketball careers at the school.

A special shout out to the coaching team made up of
Brenda Beattie and Stephanie Stone. I truly appreciated
the time they volunteered in practice and on the bench.
It was wonderful working with these women.
~ Mrs. Meissner

Last, but definitely not least, the Grade 6 - 8 girls team
were on fire right out of the gate. The team took the
league by storm and started stacking up the wins, to a
point where they should have belonged in the competitive division! Mrs. Meissner was very proud of the group,
not just for the results, but for how hard they worked on
the court and how they came together as a team.
~ Mr. Rhodes

Speaking of Basketball . . . We are looking at an Eli Pasquale Basketball program opportunity starting in
January at the school on either a Tuesday or Thursday. Right now we are looking for any kids who would be interested in order to figure out numbers and the best day. Please contact Mr. Rhodes:
james.rhodes@cathedralschool.ca to express interest in putting your child/children into the program.
The program would run for about 10 weeks.
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for more, see the blog: http://sandihenrich.weebly.com/
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It’s that time of year again when we ask our community to contribute to the
Annual Fund. The funds raised will support capital purchases that impact all
our students in many program areas, helping to make our students’ learning
experience exceptional. This year, we have selected STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) as the focus for our fundraising. With your help we
will put exciting new educational tools in front of our students so they can
experience the thrill of designing and printing a 3-D model,
monitor the weather on site, build circuits, motors, renewable energy generators, robots, hydrogen powered vehicles, and models of buildings, bridges, and simple machines. Computational thinking and even coding can be taught right from kindergarten if we supply the necessary resources. You can donate
online through the secure payment area of our website. In the notes section, please indicate which area of STEM
technology you would like to support with your donation. Visit the Support Us page on the website. Other payment methods we accept are cash, cheque and e-transfer.
The generous support of our community has been the driving force for many school improvements over the decades and has helped build a wonderful sense of school community. Your participation—at whatever level you feel
comfortable with—will help grow both the school and our community.
CCCS is a registered non-profit charity and all donations go toward those extra things that tuition cannot cover but
that really enhance your child’s learning experience. With your help, we have been able to:


purchase professional audio and lighting equipment for our performances (2016/2017 fundraiser)



purchase two school buses - allowing us to extend learning beyond the classroom



enlarge the playground and install climbing equipment , a chip surface, and more recently, the new asphalt



purchase laptops, iPads, and SmartBoards - bringing a whole world of enriched resources into the classroom; resources that help develop 21st century skills



acquire musical instruments, fine arts supplies and home economics equipment



build a library, fill it with books, and continue to add more books each year

Thank you for your help over the years. It’s because of you that we have become the school we are. We are hoping
to increase our rate of participation from staff and parents over last year.
Remember, it isn’t the amount that matters as much as your participation, showing us your support for continually striving to improve the learning opportunities and environment for each of
our students.
All donations of $25.00 or more will receive a tax receipt. Thank you for your support!
With gratitude,
Stuart Hall
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