Newsletter — December 4, 2014

Christ Church Cathedral School
A Message from the Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

A couple of weeks ago, the Christ Church Cathedral Parish
put on a spectacular Christmas Bazaar. A dozen of our stuHappy December to everyone! The timely
sprinkling of snow last weekend ushered in the dents worked alongside the parishioners to serve lunch to
the hundreds who came. The day was very successful.
season of Advent; a time of preparation and
waiting in the Christian calendar. As adults living in a mod- Thank you to the many people who attended in support of
our community partners and thank you to our students for
ern society, it is not surprising that some of us become a
helping out.
little jaded at times about the commercial focus this season
receives. Kids love the gifts they open on Christmas Eve or This year we are holding two Christmas performances, one
Christmas morning, at the end of Advent. Who wouldn’t? I will be mid-morning for parishioners, extended family or
certainly do! But children, especially the students of Christ parents who are unable to attend the evening performance.
Church Cathedral School also understand the importance of The later performance will begin at 6:00 pm that evening,
caring for others. This year our Outreach Club is organizing December 17th. Our choirs and bands have been filling the
a Christmas Paper Bag collection drive. They will fill paper halls with Christmas melodies, and our older students have
shopping bags with those small necessities that people who contributed some of their poignant writing for the performare very poor often do without. Then they will deliver them ance. There will be hot chocolate and cookies in the gym
to a centre for distribution on December 12th. Please help
after the evening performance.
them in their efforts: a small gesture can go a long way in
Sincerely,
letting someone know that someone else cares.

Stuart Hall

Annual Fund
Thank you to those who have already made a contribution to our Annual Fund. Tax receipts will be
issued for all donations of $20.00 or more. The campaign continues until the end of the school year,
when we will announce the total donations received and percentage of participation from our families
and staff.
Any amount, no matter how big or small, will be gratefully received. Thank you for your support!

Snow Day Procedures
We are seeing warnings of possible snow flurries in recent weather reports and we thought we should
let you know about SNOW DAYS! Generally speaking, if it is unsafe for the majority of our teachers
and families to drive to school, then we will call a snow day. Also, if the power is out due to a heavy
snowfall, we will call a snow day. The admin team at the school will make a decision by 6:30am. We
will let you know by asking local radio stations to make an announcement. We will also place a Snow
Day Message on the homepage of our website (www.cathedralschool.ca). Please listen to one of the
following radio stations for our announcement. They will specifically mention Christ Church Cathedral School (included is the Junior Kindergarten Campus).
CFAX 1070 AM

The Q 100.3 FM

The Ocean 98.5 FM

CBC 90.5 FM
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Christ Church Cathedral School

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

December 4, 2014

For detailed listings please refer to the School Calendar

DECEMBER 2014
Tuesday Dec. 9

Minecraft Club 3:15 - 4:30 pm (Last meeting of the year)

Wednesday Dec. 10

Robotics Club 3:15 - 4:30 pm (Last meeting of the year)

Wednesday Dec. 10, 17

Middle School Choir rehearsal 7:30 - 8:30 am

Thursday, Dec 11

Middle School Jazz Band rehearsal 7:30 - 8:30 am

Friday, December 12

PSG Christmas Potluck Dinner 5:00 pm | Lux Mundi closed at 5:00 pm

Wednesday, December 17

Christmas Performance at the Cathedral 6:00 - 7:00 pm (First performance at 10:30 am)

Friday, December 19

Last School Day before Christmas Break - 1/2 day - Dismissal at noon.

Please see the School Calendar on our website for detailed listings of weekly activities.
This link will take you directly to the monthly calendar: www.cathedralschool.ca

LUX MUNDI - Christmas
At risk of cancellation due to low enrollment*

Poinsettias
The poinsettias will be arriving Tuesday, December 9th. Please collect your plant(s) from
the entryway by the playground doors.

Lux Mundi Christmas Break will run
on the following days:
December 22nd & 23rd
December 24th - Closed at 4:00 pm

December 29th, 30th & 31st, Jan 2nd & 5th
All days will depend on enrolment*.
There will have to be at least 10 children registered on any given day to
offer care. Please pick up forms
from Lux Mundi staff or the office and
return by December 5th.

* As of Dec. 4 we do not have enough
children enrolled to run LM on any of
these days. Please register now.

P

lease save your used stamps over the
holidays and bring them into the office.
Ms. Trail and the Peer Helpers donate the stamps to
the SPCA who use the funds for their spaying and neutering community programs. Thank you!

Lux Mundi will be closed at 5:00 pm on Friday,
December 12th prior to the PSG Potluck and our
staff Christmas party.

Mark Your Calendars:
The first day of school after Christmas Break is
Tuesday, January 6th.

New Website Update:
We are putting the finishing touches on our new
website, and hope to have it ready just before we
break for the holidays. The address will remain
the same: www.cathedralschool.ca, but you will
notice a fresh, modern look and a simple, userfriendly design. Stay tuned for further updates.
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December 4, 2014

Outreach Club — Christmas Paper Bags
Thank you to everyone who supported last Wednesday’s Hot Cocoa for Tokho day!

Christmas Paper Bags
The Outreach Club will be preparing paper bags full of handy items for youth who are in need in our city. We are asking
for your support to provide the following items.
Kindergarten: socks

Grade 4:

lip balms

Grade 1:

soap

Grade 5:

deodorant

Grade 2:

toothpaste & toothbrushes

Grade 6:

treats / candy

Grade 3:

gloves / mittens

Grade 7:

disposable razors / makeup

Grade 8:

skin cream / makeup

A box or bag will be provided in each classroom for donations.
Please bring in your contributions by Friday, December 12th.
We will pack, wrap, and deliver the boxes on the afternoon of December 12th. Thank you for helping us!
~ The Outreach Club

Scholastic Book Fair
Thank you to everyone
who came out and supported our first Book Fair
of the school year. Your
purchases will help provide
many new books for the
classrooms.
A big thank you goes out
to Wendy and Angelina
Lowe for all their help
throughout the fair. Thank
you also to all the student
helpers at the cash table,
and to Todd and all the
students who helped with
setup and take down.

Student Council
Christmas Activities
Hello CCCS parents and students,
On Friday, December 12th, we will be
having a Christmas afternoon full of
fun activities. One of the things that
the students will be doing is decorating their classroom doors. After the
door decorating, the students will be
playing Christmas games, singing
Christmas carols, and/or reading
Christmas stories. We ask that you
check with your children to see
whether they are supposed to bring in any materials to
help their class with the door decorating event. We
hope that everyone will have a great Christmas afternoon!
Sincerely, the Student Council

December 4, 2014

Christ Church Cathedral School

The SPORTS Page
Basketball
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Updates by Mr. Burt
Grade 7/8 Girls Basketball

Grade 6/7 Girls Basketball

The grade 7/8 girls basketball team had a strong season. The
girls posted impressive victories against Cedar Hill, Colquitz,
The grade 6/7 girls basketball team had a successful season Shoreline, and Central (twice) en route to an overall record
competing in the LIMSSA recreation league this fall. They
of 5-3-1 in the LIMSSA recreation league. Throughout the
finished the season with a record of 4-1-1, racking up victo- season, the girls showed that teamwork really does work, as
ries against St. Margaret’s (twice), Glenlyon Norfolk, and
all players were contributors on the scoresheet. The girls will
Cedar Hill. For a number of the grade 6 girls, this was their
lose some key graduating players next year, but the grade 7’s
first year playing basketball. They showed tremendous imon the team proved that they are more than capable of carryprovement over the course of the season though, and they
will be ready to bring it next year! Thanks to Coach Todd for ing the load and building on the success of this year’s team.
A big thank you goes out to Coach Cody for all of his time,
his time and leadership during the season.
effort and guidance this year. [Editor’s note: A big thank you
to coach Brodie too!]
Grade 6/7 Boys Basketball
The grade 6/7 boys team powered their way to a hard
fought undefeated season in the LIMSSA recreation league,
finishing with a record of 5-0-1. This successful streak was
anything but a cakewalk though, as the boys frequently
found themselves battling back from some significant deficits in order to squeak out wins. The unbeaten streak fell
into serious jeopardy during the final jamboree of the season. The boys found themselves in a deep 9-point hole
against GNS midway through the third quarter. The boys
stuck together and clawed their way back into the game. Still
down two points in the dying moments, the boys forced a
timely steal and sank a quick basket to tie the game just as
the final buzzer sounded. All in all, this was a great season
and the boys worked extremely well as a team. They proved
that they should be a force to be reckoned with again next
year!

Staff vs. Students Basketball Game
The walls of the gym were lined with an enthusiastic cheering squad as a very exciting game between staff and middle
school students was held on the basketball court at lunch
today.

Mrs. Meissner takes the rebound

Will maneuvers around Todd’s defense
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The Green Team is Hard at Work!
The Green Team continues to meet each week to organize ways to help the school GO GREEN. They do regular assembly presentations to encourage the students to recycle classroom and playground items. They do classroom visits to
inspect that recycle boxes are being used properly. They offer words of praise as well as suggestions. Two Green Team
members, Caitlyn and Alexandra played the game of Trash at our Peer Helper Games Day on November 18 th in the auditorium. Recently three Green Team members, Krisalla, Morgan and Kevin, along with Ms. Trail and Mrs. Branscombe,
took the collection of used batteries to London Drugs and also mailed off a cellphone and batteries. They want to remind
everyone to consider using refillable cleaning containers from The Soap Exchange at 1393A Hillside Avenue. Have your
purchases recorded in the binder under Cathedral School and we will receive 20 cents for each dollar spent. We are presently fundraising to purchase Green Team t-shirts.

Recycling used cell phones and batteries

Peer Helpers Game Day

Delivering used batteries to London Drugs

Christ Church Cathedral Bazaar
Another successful Cathedral Christmas Bazaar was held on November 22nd. The Bazaar, Luncheon, and Silent Auction
raised over $12,500 for the Cathedral! To learn about the many activities taking place at the Cathedral during the month of
December, please visit their website: www.christchurchcathedral.bc.ca

Volunteers and CCCS Students Help at the Cathedral’s Bazaar.

Something for everyone at the sale tables.

Smile Card Update
We are off to a bit of a slow start with our Thrifty Food’s Smile Card fundraising, with just
over $200.00 raised so far. If you have not already done so, please pick up a Smile Card from
the office. Load it up with any dollar amount and then when you use the card for your regular shopping, a portion of the money you spend goes back to the school—it’s that simple.
The funds raised go toward our outdoor education program at the main campus (Camp
Thunderbird), and toward the Kindergym rental at our Jr. Kindergarten.
Using these cards for your holiday groceries will help us reach our goal. Thank you!
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Art Gallery
Grade 4s & 5s are having fun in the art room starting papier maché.
It is a multi-step process — can you guess what they are making?

PRINTMAKING IN GRADE 1

William, grade 1

Violette, grade 1

Mikey, grade 1

Indigo, grade 1
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An Invitation to This Year’s Christmas Production: Angels
This year’s Christmas Production will be “Angels”. The performance will be at 6:00 pm in the Cathedral
on Wednesday, December 17th. An additional performance will take place at 10:30 am (see details below).
Costumes
· Kindergarten and Grade 1 - “Angels” - Please check with classroom teacher for more details.
· Grades 2 & 3 - black pants, black shoes, white long sleeve shirt (plain, no logos), red Santa hat
· Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8 - black pants, black shoes, red long sleeve shirt (plain, no logos)


All students are to wear their black school shoes.

Parents, please send in costume items to your child's classroom by Friday, December 12th
On the night of the performance, students will need to meet their teachers in their classrooms by 5:30 pm to get organized.
Kindergarten and Grade One students will put on their costumes when they arrive in the evening, while the rest of the students in grades 2-8 will come dressed in their costumes.
Dress Rehearsal Open to Guests
In order to welcome more audience members to our performance, we are opening our dress rehearsal to those who may not
be able to attend our evening performance. Parishioners, grandparents, neighbours, and friends or family with young children
are invited to watch on Wednesday, December 17th at 10:30am in the Cathedral. We appreciate your understanding that
this will still be a dress rehearsal and may have one or two wrinkles to smooth out.
Reception to Follow Evening Performance
After the evening performance, we invite you to join us in the gym for a short reception. Hot chocolate and cookies will be
for sale courtesy of the PSG. Please be aware that parents are responsible for their own children during this time.

GVPAF Speech Festival
For those of you who are new to the school or new to the Speech and Dramatic Arts section of the Greater Victoria Festival
of the Performing Arts, our school has participated for many years now. Students perform their pieces in front of a small
audience and an adjudicator in a hall with a stage. Some students will be performing recited poetry (Choral Speech) with their
class. Others may wish to enter the festival as individuals, pairs or groups. For individuals, opportunities range from recitation of a variety of memorized poetry, prose, speeches, religious reading, storytelling and more. Pairs of students can perform
duologues (scripted scenes), and groups of 3 to 6 students can perform a reader’s theatre piece. The complete syllabus with
explanations is at http://gvpaf.org/syllabus.aspx The dates are April 20 to April 24, 2015.
Registration opens on December 12th and closing date for registration will be about the middle of January.
There is a charge (given in the syllabus) for each section entered.
This is a wonderful preparation for public speaking, and develops many other skills. I am hoping many students will enjoy
the experience this year.
Registration opens December 12th, and if you/your child has decided which section he/she is interested in, you can register
yourself online. As usual, I am available to help your child select pieces and prepare for performances, but most of this has to
be done at lunch times or after school. Your child needs to be aware of this, and that a lot of preparation is needed. Many
children who take private speech classes start preparing pieces in September for the following April. If you need more help
after you have looked at the syllabus, please contact me at grade5@cathedralschool.ca. The closing date for registration does
not appear to be on the website, but is usually about the middle of January. I will register for you if you let me know the exact section.
~ Julia Borzoni

