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This Restart Plan was developed at Christ Church Cathedral School based upon information, guidelines 

and Ministerial Orders from various sources including:  the Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety 

Guidelines for K-12 Settings, BC’s Back to School Plan, COVID-19 Operational Guidelines for School 

Districts and Independent School Authorities, The BCDCD’s COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 

School Settings, and WorksafeBC’s Education (K-12): Protocols for returning to operation. 

As an Independent School, we are governed by the Independent School Act and Regulation, and as such 

are required to follow the direction an guidelines provided by various provincial authorities and 

ministries.  

You will also find on our website a link to our Health and Safety Plan. 

Why are children coming back to school? 

COVID-19 Science & Children 

According to current worldwide data, COVID-19 has a very low infection rate in people 19 years old and 

under, and especially low in children under the age of 10. 

In B.C., less than 1% of all children tested have been COVID-19 positive. 

Approximately 5% of all confirmed cases of COVID-19 are among children and youth (0 – 19 years old).  

Studies show that most COVID-19 cases in children originate from symptomatic adult family members, 

not from peers. Even in family bubbles, adults appear to be the primary spreaders of the virus. 

To the end of August 2020, fewer than five children in B.C. were admitted to hospital for COVID-19. 

None required intensive care and there have been no deaths. 

Based on published literature to date, the majority of cases in children are the result of household 

transmission by droplet spread from a symptomatic adult family member with COVID-19. Within 

households and family groupings, adults appear to be the primary drivers of transmission. Older children 

are more likely to transmit than younger children. 

Children who do test positive for COVID-19 usually have milder symptoms, such as a low-grade fever, 

dry cough, and gastrointestinal symptoms. 

COVID-19 and Adults  

While COVID-19 impacts adults more than children, some adults with specific health circumstances are 

at an increased risk for more severe outcomes, including individuals:  

• Aged 65 and over;  

• With significantly compromised immune systems; or,  

• With poorly controlled underlying medical conditions.  

• Those at greatest risk are those aged 65 and over with a compromised immune system or 

underlying medical conditions. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school#learning-group
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/covidguidelines/
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/covidguidelines/
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/education
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B421276A16EC4FC08F92A60109089624
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/262_89
https://cathedralschool.ca/parent-information-documents/health-and-safety-plan/
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Most adults infected with COVID-19 will have mild symptoms that do not require care outside of the 

home.  

 

COVID-19 and Schools 
• Children do not appear to be the primary drivers of COVID-19 transmission in schools or in 

community settings. 

• Adults in school settings do not appear to be at higher risk of COVID-19 than in the community 

or in their household. 

• There is limited evidence of confirmed transmission within school settings. This is partially due 

to wide-spread school closures worldwide at the onset of the pandemic to help prevent the 

spread of COVID-19. 

o In documented cases, there was typically minimal spread beyond the index case though 

isolated outbreaks have been reported. 

• Schools and childcare facility closures have significant negative mental health and 

socioeconomic impacts on children, including increased stress, and decreased educational 

outcomes, connectedness with peers and the broader community, and health behaviours. These 

outcomes disproportionately impact children with vulnerabilities. 

• Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must be commensurate with 

risk. 

This information is based on the best evidence currently available and will continue to be updated. 

For up-to-date information on COVID-19, visit the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) website. 

 

What are these Learning Groups or Cohorts all about? 
A cohort (cohort and learning group will be used interchangeably) is simply a group of people that share 

some identifiable attribute. These learning groups provide a range of benefits for students including 

more in-class learning time, increased peer interaction and support, and decreased feelings of isolation. 

Compared to other public settings, schools have a relatively consistent set of people accessing the 

building. Learning groups further reduce the number of interactions between students and staff.   

At Cathedral School we are organizing students and teachers in five cohorts:  
1. Kindergarten and Grade 1 students, teachers, and educational assistants 

2. Grade 2 and Grade 3 students, teachers, and educational assistants 

3. Grade 4 and Grade 5 students, teachers, and educational assistants 

4. Grade 6 and Grade 7 students, teachers, and educational assistants 

5. Grade 8 students, teachers, and educational assistants 

There are between 45 and 50 people in our cohorts.  The limit set by the BCCDC is 60 people for 

elementary and middle schools.  

Cohorts will allow children to maintain those very important social connections while still limiting 

contacts to a manageable number 
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Cohorts will help with contact tracing and limit interruptions to learning if a case of COVID-19 is 

confirmed in a cohort 

The PHO order on mass gatherings does not apply to schools, as events are defined in the order as an 

irregular gathering, like a party or celebration. 

How will this work during the school day? 
The following example is for illustrative purposes only.  

Example, Grade 2/3 

Your child is in grade 2 and is part of a grade 2/3 cohort made up of these two classes. 

Most curriculum instruction for your child is provided by your child’s classroom teacher and the support 

of the educational assistants.   

Your child will also receive instruction from other teachers (music, faith, art). Since these teachers are 

NOT part of your child’s cohort, they will need to maintain physical distance from the children.  If they 

are unable to practically maintain a safe distance, these teachers will be required to wear a face mask. 

(there is more information about masks later in this plan). 

Your child in the grade 2/3 cohort will share recess and lunch times with other children in grade 2 and 3, 

playing in the same area of the playground.  They will also share one music class each week.  They might 

also participate in outdoor learning activities together if this fits in with their teachers’ curriculum plans. 

Consistent seating arrangements will be established within cohorts where practical. This can further 

reduce the number of close, prolonged face-to-face interactions a person has, and assist public health 

should contact tracing need to occur. 

Cathedral School administration will collect seating plans and will keep up-to-date lists of all members of 

a cohort and their contact information to support swift communications from the school and to share 

with public health to support contact tracing, if needed. 

 

What about physical distancing, how will that work? 
All students within a cohort will be taught that they must minimize physical contact with other students 

in their cohort.  This means, no hugging, wrestling, grabbing, etc.   

We will also teach students to respect other students’ personal space as we have always done.   

Students will not be expected to stay 2 metres apart when interacting with students within their cohort.  

What happens Outside the Classroom at Recess, Lunch & Break Times? 
Students will remain in their learning group during recess, lunch and break times.  

When students (K – 8) interact with other students within in their learning group when they are outside 

they must minimize physical contact. 

What if a student wants to play with a student from another cohort? 
Students can socialize with a friend in a different cohort if they follow these rules. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf
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K – 5 students 

Outdoors  minimizing physical contact 

Indoors   maintain physical distance 

Middle School students 

Consistently maintain physical distance from people outside the cohort in all environments both indoors 

and outdoors.

 

When does school start and what is happening before then? 
September 3:  All staff will meet to initially review and practise safety protocols/procedures and to 

organize their classrooms for safe learning. 

September 7:  Labour Day, schools are closed.  

September 8 and 9:  All staff will continue meeting with the admin team to receive instruction on how 

the updated BCCDC guidelines will work at Cathedral School. This time allows teachers and staff to:  

• Adjust to their new routines 

• Finalize plans for learning groups 

• Review health and safety protocols 

• Confirm lesson plans that align with the new normal in schools 

 

September 10 and 11: 

Students will return to school by September 10 for orientation. Our first day of school will be a half day 

of school as usual, this allows for final adjustments to classroom equipment, seating, learning materials, 

etc.  

Students will become familiar with classrooms that will look different than they did before the 

pandemic. During orientation, students will:  

• Find out who is in their learning group 

• Practice their new routines 

• Familiarize themselves with how to safely move from the class to outdoor and to other common 

areas of the school 

 

What can we expect on the first day of school? 
• Students will arrive to school between 8:00am and 8:45am according to their cohort  (we will 

send out the exact arrival times in about a week). 

• Students or their parents will be asked questions about their health and travel history.  If a 

student has COVID – 19-like symptoms, a cold, or a flu, they will not be allowed to come to 

school. 
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• Parents will remain outside the gate (we are limiting the number of adults in the school 

buildings) and they must say goodbye to their child at that time.   

• Students will enter the playground and go immediately to the outdoor wash basins to wash their 

hands with liquid soap.  An adult will supervise this process.  

• If a sibling who is in another cohort arrives at the same time (which is what we expect will 

happen), the sibling will be instructed to wait on the playground while remaining distanced from 

other students until it is time for their cohort to enter the school.  

• Students will then enter the school and go directly to their classroom.  

• Students in grades K – 4 will put their packs in their cubbies before entering the class.   

• Students in grades 5 – 8 will not use their lockers but will go straight to class.   

Recess and lunch playtime is organized by cohorts.  Cohorts K/1 and 2/3 will be outside together, 

although they will have two separate areas for play. Cohorts 4/5, 6/7 and 8 will be outside together but 

at a different time than the K/1 and 2/3 cohorts and will have 3 different areas for play.   

Students will be released at the end of the day according to their cohorts.  Siblings who are let out 

earliest will be monitored by an adult on the playground until all the older siblings have joined them.  

Students should be picked up right away once they are released from class unless they are registered in 

Lux Mundi after school care.    

In Lux Mundi after school care, students will be organized into cohorts and encouraged to play with 

others in their cohort.  K – 5 students may play with students outside their cohort provided they 

minimize physical contact.   

NOTE:  There is no before school care (early drop-off) except for siblings who arrive when the younger 

sibling’s cohort is scheduled to arrive.  

 

What protocols are in place to protect the students and staff? 

COVID-19 Protocols 

Stay Home When Required to Self-Isolate 

The following students, staff or other persons must stay home and self-isolate: 

• A person confirmed by public health as a case of COVID-19; or 

• A person confirmed by public health as a close contact of a confirmed case or outbreak of 

COVID-19; or 

• A person who has travelled outside of Canada in the last 14 days. 

Anyone required to self-isolate will be supported by public health. Additional information is available 

from BCCDC. 
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Stay Home When Sick 

Staying home when sick is one of the most important ways to reduce the introduction to and the spread 

of COVID-19 in schools. When COVID-19 is present in the community, the risk of introducing COVID-19 

into schools is reduced if staff, students, and parents/caregivers: 

• Perform a daily health check. 

• Stay at home when sick. 

• Get a health assessment and/or COVID-19 test when sick. 

This includes the children of essential service workers. 

The School will send home a Health Screening checklist that you will need to complete, sign, and bring 

to school on the first day.  After the first day of school, there will be staff at the gate who will ask you or 

your older child if they have any symptoms of illness.  (All students must enter by the playground gate). 

Daily Health Check 

A daily health check is a tool to reduce the likelihood of a person with COVID-19 coming to school when 

they are infectious. The updated Daily Health Check is included as Appendix A. Symptoms of COVID-19 

can be mild and are similar to other respiratory infections; however, most people in BC with these 

symptoms do not have COVID-19. 

• School administrators should ensure parents, caregivers, school staff and other adults routinely 

entering the school are aware of their responsibility to assess themselves daily for key 

symptoms of illness prior to entering the school. (i.e. perform a daily health check).  

• Parents and caregivers should assess their child daily for key symptoms of illness before sending 

them to school (i.e. perform a daily health check for their child). Staff and other adults should 

assess themselves daily for key symptoms of illness prior to entering the school (i.e. perform a 

daily health check).  

• There is no need for schools to verify that the health check has occurred every day, nor to 

require that parents submit a daily health check form to the school. 

Please pay attention to the specific directions in the Daily Health Check regarding one symptom versus 

two or more symptoms and also the role a fever plays in determining next steps.  

See Appendix A for more information about the Daily Health Check.  

Why don’t we test students before a return to school? 

At this time, it is recommended that only people with symptoms or people otherwise identified by a 

health professional should be tested for COVID-19. This includes children. 

Testing can also result in false positive and false negatives for the following groups: 

• Asymptomatic people 

• Those who are very early on in the illness 

• Those who may be incubating the disease  



7 

What if someone in my household or bubble has COVID-19 symptoms? 

• Students or staff may still attend school if a member of their household has a cold, influenza, or 

COVID- 19-like symptoms, provided the student/staff is not sick 

• It is expected the symptomatic household member is following BCCDC recommendations for 

self-assessment (see self-assessment tool), or seeking assessment by a health-care provider if 

appropriate 

• If a member of the family or bubble is confirmed to have contracted COVID-19 then the Health 

Authority will take control of the situation and follow up with contact tracing and 

recommendations for isolation and communication to our community  

• (At Cathedral School we take care of each other and therefore I trust that all families will be 

extra cautious in the above case and keep their child at home if COVID-19 is suspected in the 

family/bubble and they are awaiting results). 

What if my child has allergies? 

Students and staff who experience seasonal allergies, or other COVID-19-like symptom that are related 

to an existing condition, can continue to attend school when they are experiencing these symptoms as 

normal 

If you notice a sudden change in the severity or type of symptoms your child normally experiences, you 

may want to keep your child at home and seek advice from a health-care provider 

What if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a cohort or at school? 

If a student or staff member develops symptoms at school, protocols are in place. 

• If a student or staff member develops symptoms at school, they will be given a non-medical 

mask and will be separated from their classmates or colleagues 

• The student’s parent or guardian will be contacted to pick up their child immediately 

• We will discuss next steps with the family 

• A staff member who has developed symptoms will also go home; arrangements will be made if 

that staff member is not well enough to get themselves home 

• Custodial staff will clean and disinfect the areas the person used 

• Schools will immediately inform public health of a potential case  (This is no longer expected) 

At this point parents or staff should examine the Daily Health Check to determine the next steps.   

If you answered “YES” to one of the questions included under ‘Key Symptoms of Illness’ (excluding 

fever), the student or staff member should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started. If 

the symptom improves, you may return to school when you feel well enough. If the symptom persists or 

worsens, seek a health assessment.  

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the questions included under ‘Symptoms of Illness’ or you 

have a fever, seek a health assessment. A health assessment includes calling 8-1-1, or a primary care 

provider like a physician or nurse practitioner. If a health assessment is required, you should not return 

to school until COVID-19 has been excluded and your symptoms have improved.  

https://bc.thrive.health/
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
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If COVID – 19 is confirmed, the School will take direction from Public Health, and this includes 

whether or not to communicate to our School Community the status of the case.  This means we will 

not be sending out notifications to other families unless we are directed to do so by Public Health.   

Public health will: 

• Reach out and identify any potential cases 

• Get in touch with close contacts 

• Recommend 14-day isolation if necessary 

• Provide follow-up recommendations if necessary 

• Schools will provide learning support to students required to self-isolate 

Together, schools and public health officials will determine if suspending in-class learning is necessary 

You will be notified if your child has been in contact with a COVID-positive person. If that happens, 

your child is required to self-isolate. 

 

What other health and safety protocols are in place? 

Controlling student movement throughout the school. 
• Students will be allowed to leave the classroom to use the washroom, fill their water bottle, or 

transition to the gym or playground under supervision 

• Students are not permitted to wander the halls or go to the office by themselves 

• Objects which are not easily cleaned/sanitized will be stored and not used (e.g., stuffed animals 

or other fabric or soft items) 

• Classrooms will be arranged to facilitate cleaning and disinfecting 

Bus and school transportation  
• High touch areas of the bus will be cleaned and disinfected before use and after drop offs 

• Students will sit in their own seats wherever possible. Students from the same household can 

share seats if space is limited 

• A safe distance will be maintained between students and bus drivers 

• The bus drivers will wear a mask 

Physical distancing and minimizing physical contact. 
Physical distancing is used as a prevention measure because COVID-19 tends to spread through 

prolonged, close (face-to-face) contact. Understandably, physical distancing is challenging in a K-8 

educational setting, particularly with younger children. At the same time, it is important that we do 

what we can to try to assist children and staff understand the importance of minimizing the frequency of 

prolonged, close contact with one another. Health authorities have introduced “cohorts” as one means 

of reducing the number of close physical interactions at school. The following protocols will also be 

utilized. 

• Parents will stay 2 metres away from other adults and children who are not their own. 
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• Students and teachers within a cohort (K – 8) should avoid physical contact, minimize close, 

prolonged, face-to-face interactions, and spread out as much as possible within the space 

available.  

• Outside of cohorts, practicing physical distancing should include avoiding physical contact and 

close, prolonged face-to-face interactions, spreading out as much as possible within the space 

available, and ensuring there is 1-2 meters of space available between people. 

• Students in K – 5 will minimize physical contact between cohorts while outside.  

• Students in K – 5 will maintain a 1-2 metre distance from students of another cohort while 

inside. 

• Students in 6 – 8 will maintain a 1-2 metre distance from students of another cohort both inside 

and outside. 

• Certain areas of the school will have a maximum capacity for adults posted as adults from 

different cohorts must maintain a 1-2-metre distance from all other adults. 

• Desks will be spaced apart in each classroom and will be arranged so that students are not 

facing each other if proximate. 

• The flow of students throughout the school will be managed by staggered drop-off, pick-up, and 

recesses, directional arrows and other signs. 

• Students in K – 5 will remain in their homeroom classes and not move about the school as much 

as they are used to (exceptions will be necessary, e.g. when going to music class or PE). It is 

preferred that Teachers and EAs move to and from classrooms in K – 8. 

• In the Middle School, students will remain in their homeroom class as much as possible while 

teachers move between classrooms.   

• When Middle School students must move between classes, it will be in a controlled manner. 

• On the playground, students will remain in their cohorts within assigned spaces and at assigned 

times. 

• PE classes will be offered and will take into account health and safety requirements for 

minimum physical contact and physical distancing as appropriate. 

• Exploratory classes will be offered during Stage 2 for our Middle School students. 

• To the extent possible, all meetings will be held virtually. 

Hand hygiene and sneeze and cough etiquette. 
Both students and staff can pick up germs easily, from anything they touch, and can spread those germs 

to objects, surfaces, food and people. Thorough hand washing with plain soap and water is still the 

single most effective way to reduce the spread of illness. Therefore, before students enter the school, 

they will go to the nearest wash basin* or hand sanitizer to wash their hands (monitored by an adult).  

Handwashing will occur: 

• When students arrive at school and before they go home 

• Before and after any transitions within the school setting (e.g. to another classroom, indoor-

outdoor transitions, moving to on-site childcare, etc.) 

• Before eating and drinking 

• After using the toilet 

• Before and after playing outside 

• After sneezing or coughing into hands 

• Whenever hands are visibly dirty. 
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*  There is a new outside wash basin on the playground 

Staff will follow the same hand washing protocols as students, but will also wash their hands: 

• Before handling food or assisting children with eating 

• Before and after giving or applying medication or ointment to a child or self 

• After contact with body fluids (i.e. runny noses, saliva, vomit, blood) 

• After cleaning tasks 

• Before and after wearing disposable gloves and/or masks 

• After handling garbage 

Children forget about proper hand washing, so posters reminding students about washing their hands  

will be posted throughout the school building. Cough and sneeze etiquette will be taught and 

reinforced. 

Students have always been taught sneeze and cough etiquette and we will continue to teach this 

important skill until it is a reflex.  

After a student or staff coughs or sneezes into a tissue, they must wash their hands immediately after 

disposing of the tissue.   

Cleaning and sanitizing the school. 
Regular cleaning and disinfecting of objects and high-touch surfaces is very important to help to prevent 

the transmission of viruses from contaminated objects and surfaces. Therefore, cleaning staff will be 

following a rigorous and regular cleaning schedule that includes: 

• School staff will disinfect high-touch surfaces in the classrooms when children leave the room 

(several times each day) 

• Washrooms will be checked for adequate supplies and cleaned periodically throughout the day 

(at a minimum, twice a day) 

• Hand sanitizer will be located at each entrance to the building 

• Areas deemed as “high touch areas”, such as door knobs, switches, railings, etc. will be cleaned 

periodically throughout the day (a minimum of twice per day) 

• The playground structures will be sanitized between group use 

• Garbage and recycling containers will be emptied daily 

• General cleaning and disinfecting of the premises will be done daily 

• Cleaning staff will be provided information and instructions regarding all cleaning and 

disinfecting products utilized 

• Items that are not easily cleaned (e.g. fabric or soft items) will be moved to storage or limited in 

their use and cleaned regularly throughout the day 

 

What about face masks? 
Every student and staff member will be given two masks when they return to school in September. 
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NOTE:  We had hoped that the reusable masks we ordered would arrive on time, but they have not.  We 

have disposable masks available for any situation when a middle school student should have a mask but 

has left it at home.   

Also NOTE:  We strongly encourage parents to ensure their Middle School student has a personal 

reusable mask on their person every day.   

We are a K-8 school and have young students with varying degrees of anxiety, therefore masks can be 

either plain or have a neutral design – no smiles, noses, teeth, fangs, skeletons, or anything else that 

might alarm a young student new to the school.   

Under the updated health and safety guidelines, masks are required for all staff and all students in 

middle and secondary school when they are in high traffic areas like school buses and 

hallways, and anytime they are outside of their classroom or learning group and they cannot safely 

distance from others. 

• Students will have the choice to wear a mask in the classroom 

• Staff will have the choice to wear a mask when interacting within their learning group 

• Students in grades 6 – 8 must wear masks when they are in crowded areas and interacting with 

others outside their cohort, such as the hallways or on a bus if multiple cohorts are on the bus 

• Even when wearing a mask, staff and students will still be required to try to maintain physical 

distance from people outside of their learning group (cohort) 

• Exceptions will be made for students and staff who cannot wear masks for medical reasons 

• Grade K – 5 students are not required to wear masks at any time. 

• Everyone must treat each other and those wearing masks with respect  

If a student or staff member develops symptoms while at school, they must wear a mask while they are 

preparing to go home. Review COVID-19 mask use information from the British Columbia Centre for 

Disease Control (BCCDC). 

 

What about face shields? 
• Staff will be issued a face shield   

• Wearing one is a personal preference 

• A face shield is not a substitute for a mask  

• If a staff member is in a situation where they should be wearing a mask, a face shield may be 

worn, but a mask also must be worn 

 

Must my child attend class?  
All children must attend school in BC.  Like every year, students who are registered at Cathedral 

School are expected to attend school unless they are sick. 

• Right now, under Stage 2, in-class Instruction is provided for all students.  

• In-class instruction provides students with peer engagement, supports social and emotional 

development, and decreases feelings of isolation.  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks/masks
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• School also provides many students access to programs and services they cannot get at home 

and is integral to their overall health.  

At this point, teachers at Cathedral School will not be providing daily online options for students.   

 

Are there any other options? 
Like every September, parents have options for their child's education.  You have chosen Christ Church 

Cathedral School, an independent school that is governed by the Independent Schools Act.   

Although Cathedral School administrators and teachers are sensitive to the needs and concerns of 

parents and children during these uncertain times, we must comply with the provincial legislation in 

place.  That legislation does not allow for a virtual learning option in Stage 2.  If we were to return to a 

Stage 3 learning environment, then we would offer a hybrid or blended model.  If we were to return to 

Stage 4 environment, then we would offer 100% virtual instruction to all learners.   

In Stages 2, 3 and 4, we will make any necessary accommodations for children with special needs or 

complex medical conditions in collaboration with their families.  (Please see the sections below about 

this situation).  

The province has indicated it will continually review the trajectory of the pandemic and adjust the 

Stages for learning as necessary. 

Online and distributed learning 
Both public and independent distributed learning schools (DL schools) offer classes. Students in 

Kindergarten to Grade 7 must take a full course load at one school, while students in Grades 8 to 12 may 

enrol in courses from a number of different distributed learning schools at one time.  Christ Church 

Cathedral School is NOT a DL school.  

There are 48 school districts with 56 public schools offering distributed learning courses. Sixteen 

independent schools are currently offering distributed learning courses. 

Register for distributed learning  

Homeschooling 
Homeschooling is an alternative method of teaching offered outside the B.C. educational system. 

Typically, a family member delivers the entire educational program to children at home. 

Note: Homeschoolers are not eligible to receive a British Columbia Dogwood Graduation Certificate. 

Register for homeschooling   

If you choose to follow one of these alternative options, please understand you will be giving up your 

child’s space at Christ Church Cathedral School. 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/online-distributed-learning
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/graduation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling


13 

But what if my child has complex medical conditions or other needs?  

Students with Complex Medical Conditions  
Parents of students who are immune-compromised or have other underlying medical conditions are 

encouraged to consult with their health care provider to determine their level of risk regarding return to 

school. 

If a medical professional determines that a student cannot attend school due to the health risks, 

Cathedral School will work with the family to review alternative learning options for the student. We 

will require a note from the child’s doctor that clearly states the child cannot be in school due to a 

specific medical condition.  

Students who need to stay at home because they are immune-compromised will have an at-home 

learning plan and will be provided with an educational program by the school 

• This may include printed materials and phone calls to the parent to explain assignments 

• This may also include providing assistive technologies to help students learn remotely 

Please review COVID-19 and children with immune suppression information from the BCCDC. 

Inclusive Education in Stages 2, 3, and 4 
Cathedral School is excited to welcome back all students in Stage 2 and is ready to provide a robust 

educational experience that includes any learning supports needed by any student.  We are also ready 

to respond to a change to Stage 3 or 4 on short notice.  In such an event, we will once again pay close 

attention to the needs of students who depend on extra support to succeed. If students can manage 

support delivered virtually in Stages 3 or 4, then that will occur as it did last spring.  If students require 

face to face support, it will be provided at the school.  

Any student who requires additional supports will first be identified through a needs assessment. Christ 

Church Cathedral School will then develop continuity of learning plans for those students to ensure 

equity of access to learning. 

Continuity of learning plans will align with the goals identified in a student's Individual Education Plan 

(IEP).  They will be developed in consultation with parents/caregivers and the specialists who typically 

support the student, like education assistants (EAs), support teachers, speech language pathologists and 

occupational therapists. 

Supporting Students with Diverse Learning Needs during Stage 2 
During Stage 2, students with diverse learning needs or those who require additional learning support 

will have access to and receive the same supports and services they had prior to the pandemic while at 

school.  

Our excellent team of learning support teachers and educational assistants is ready to provide the 

support your child has been accustomed to and needs to succeed.  Educational assistants will work 

within their cohort to support all children, but especially those who have an IEP.  Learning support 

teachers will work with multiple cohorts, physically distancing or wearing PPE as necessary to support 

children.  

The way supports are provided may look a little different, but all students will have access to a 

supportive learning environment and the opportunity to have their learning needs assessed. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/priority-populations
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Mental Health and Well-being 
A healthy school begins with healthy staff.  All staff at Cathedral School have access to mental health 

and well-being support through our benefits provider. We are encouraging our staff to communicate 

their concerns early so we may jointly and proactively develop solutions.  

All classes will begin the year with a focus on mental health and well-being supports for students 

returning to school after a lengthy absence.   

These are top priorities at Cathedral School. Our administration team will regularly monitor and assess 

how changes to the delivery of education are impacting the mental and emotional well-being of 

students and staff and make adjustments as necessary.  

Healthy students require healthy parents and we encourage all parents to take care of themselves 

during the pandemic.  Please let us know if there is anything we can do to support you, such as 

suggesting resources in the community.  

 

What about International Students? 
International students are welcome to attend Christ Church Cathedral School. 

All students who have travelled outside of Canada are required to self-isolate for 14 days under both 

provincial and federal orders. This includes students who are attending school from abroad. 

Students will return to the classroom by September 10, 2020. International students should arrive in B.C. 

no later than August 26, 2020 to complete their 14-day self-isolation. This can be done with a host 

family or with the help of federal government officials.  

NOTE:  All international students who are attending Cathedral School have remained in Canada over the 

summer.  

 

Will my child participate in the rich activities we have come to expect? 
Yes, we will continue to offer the diverse learning experiences you have come to expect.  They may look 

different.  They may take place in different locations and at different times during the year with a 

smaller group of students, but we will provide a rich learning environment for your children.  

The return to full in-class instruction in September will include the following: 

• Provincial curriculum for all students at all grade levels 

• Regular assessments at the classroom and provincial level (FSAs) 

• Regular report cards 

• Christ Church Cathedral School will ensure activities, assignments and assessments are 

accessible to all students and families, as appropriate for any in-class, remote or blended 

(hybrid) learning, no matter what Stage we are in. 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/curriculum-and-assessment/curriculum
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/curriculum-and-assessment/assessments
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What about report cards?  

Curriculum, Assessment & Report Cards 
Cathedral School must meet the requirements of British Columbia’s Student Reporting Policy. The policy 

provides significant flexibility for schools on the content and format of report cards and we want to 

ensure you that your child will receive report cards this year.  

 

What about Sports, Clubs & Extracurricular Activities? 
Extracurricular activities including sports within a school, the arts and special interest clubs can only 

occur if:  

• Physical distance can be maintained between members of different learning groups 

• Reduced physical contact is practiced by those within the same learning group 

We are working on how best to provide these rich learning experiences.   

Exploratory classes will be offered to middle school students as always; however, they will be organized 

according to cohorts.   

 

Will there be Assemblies, chapel, tournaments & other gatherings? 
• Small gatherings can only occur within a learning group 

• A gathering can include the full learning group and the minimum number of people needed to 

meet the gathering's purpose 

• For example, a parent-teacher conference would require one parent per student and a teacher 

• A presentation from the World Wildlife Fund could include all the students, teachers, and EAs in 

a cohort, as well as the representative from the WWF, who would be physically distanced from 

everyone else in the cohort.  

• Chapel will continue to be a virtual experience because large gatherings of multiple learning 

groups are not permitted.   However, faith class will be taught in person in the classroom.  

• Assemblies, concerts, and other large gatherings will happen virtually.  

• All inter-school events (involving other schools) including sports competitions, tournaments and 

festivals should not occur at this time.   

• Large gatherings of families in one space cannot occur, and unfortunately this would include our 

annual Spring (or Fall) Fair.   

 

School Lunch Program 
We are looking into starting our hot lunch program this fall.  We are currently in discussions with our 

service providers to ensure they are following all health and safety guidelines for food preparation and 

delivery. Our procedures for lunch distribution will likewise be modified in accordance with up-to-date 

health guidelines, including hand washing before touching containers. Thank you for your 

understanding.  
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Appendix A 
Daily health assessments are essential for maintaining a healthy school 

environment 

 

It is expected that all parents and caregivers complete this daily health check prior to their 

child coming to school. Please post this on your fridge. Students will also be assessed by 

Teachers & Support staff when coming to school each day. 

 

*Check BCCDC’s Symptoms of COVID-19 regularly to ensure the list is up to date. 

 

DAILY HEALTH CHECK 

1. Key Symptoms of 
Illness* 

Does your child have any of 

the following new key 

symptoms? 

CIRCLE ONE 

 Fever YES NO 

Chills YES NO 

Cough or worsening of 

chronic cough 

YES NO 

Shortness of breath YES NO 

Loss of sense of smell or 

taste 

YES NO 

Diarrhea YES NO 

Nausea and vomiting YES NO 

2. International Travel Have you or anyone in your 

household returned from 

travel outside Canada in the 

last 14 days? 

YES NO 

3. Confirmed Contact Are you or is anyone in your 

household a confirmed 

contact of a person 

confirmed to have COVID-

19? 

YES NO 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/symptoms
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If you answered “YES” to one of the questions included under ‘Key Symptoms of Illness’ (excluding 

fever), you should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started. If the symptom improves, 

you may return to school when you feel well enough. If the symptom persists or worsens, seek a health 

assessment.  

 

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the questions included under ‘Symptoms of Illness’ or you 

have a fever, seek a health assessment. A health assessment includes calling 8-1-1, or a primary care 

provider like a physician or nurse practitioner. If a health assessment is required, you should not return 

to school until COVID-19 has been excluded and your symptoms have improved.  

 

 

When a COVID-19 test is recommended by the health assessment:  

 

• If the COVID-19 test is positive, you should stay home until you are told by public health to 
end self-isolation. In most cases this is 10 days after the onset of symptoms. Public health will 
contact everyone with a positive test.  

• If the COVID-19 test is negative, you can return to school once symptoms have improved and 
you feel well enough. Symptoms of common respiratory illnesses can persist for a week or 
more. Re-testing is not needed unless you develop a new illness.  

• If a COVID-19 test is recommended but is not done because you choose not to have the test, 
or you do not seek a health assessment when recommended, and your symptoms are not 
related to a previously diagnosed health condition, you should stay home from school until 10 
days after the onset of symptoms, and then you may return if you are feeling well enough.  
 

If a COVID-19 test is not recommended by the health assessment, you can return to school when 

symptoms improve and you feel well enough. Testing may not be recommended if the assessment 

determines that the symptoms are due to another cause (i.e. not COVID-19).  

 

If you answered “YES” to questions 2 or 3, use the COVD-19 Self-Assessment Tool to 

determine if you should be tested for COVID-19. 

 

 

https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en

